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Yudhishthira said,

All people speak of us, as of highly fortunate. However, in real life, there is no person, more
miserable than us.
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Though, honoured by the entire world & having been brought to the human-race by the very
gods, O grandpa the best of the Kurus! Here, so much sorrow has been our lot.
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It seems O best of the Kurus; the birth alone or an embodied form is the cause of all sorrow.

Alas, when shall we adopt a life of Renunciation that has perfume of (worldly) sorrow?
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Sages of firm vows freed from; the seventeen causes (i.e. five breaths, five organs of
knowledge, five organs of action, mind, and intellect), the five primordial elements (viz.,
space, air, fire, water & earth), other eight- (five objects of the senses, viz. voice, touch,
form, sap & odour and the three attributes viz. Sattwa, Rajas, &Tamas), { in addition six
enemies viz. desire, anger, greed, pride, delusion, envy, with ego & ignorance; all these
forms thirty eight principles }; that constitute the binding for man causing repeated rebirth;
never return to the worldly-life. When, O scorcher of foes, shall we succeed in abandoning
sovereignty for adopting a life of such renunciation?
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Bhishma said,

O no, the great monarch, these sorrows are not eternal. Everything that is perceived has
assigned limit to it (i.e. the fixed time before its destruction). Even rebirth is also well-known.
In this world there is nothing that is, immutable.
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That it is not so, in regard to our present topic of disquisition, {what you think O king, that
the embodiment itself is sorrow, is not true}. You, however, are conversant with virtue, and
have readiness; it is certain therefore, that, you shall attain to the end of your sorrow, (i.e.
Emancipation) in time.
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Embodied soul (jiva), O king, is not always the controller. On the other hand, it also becomes
enveloped by the Darkness of Ignorance that is born of its merits and demerits (having
attachment and aversion for its essence).
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As the wind impregnated with dust assumes the hues of the substances it has seized and
tinges the different points of the compass; in the same manner, Jiva, though Itself colourless,
assumes a hue in consequence of being enveloped by Darkness and variegated by the fruits of
action, travels from body to body (making its own stainless and immutable progenitor appear
as stained and changeful).
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When Jiva by means of Knowledge, succeeds in dispelling the Darkness that overpowers it,
in consequence of Ignorance, the Immutable Brahma shines (in all Its glory).
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The Sages say that return to Immutable Brahma is not possible through any effort; for the
purpose, you, others in the world and the deities too, must worship those who have achieved
Emancipation. So I adore all the great Rishis.
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Listen, O monarch, with undivided attention to the discourse cited in this connection that was
initiated (by the preceptor of the Daityas) in good-old-days; about the course of conduct that
was followed by the Daitya Vritra after he became divested of all his prosperity; O Bharata,
by the helpless one, in the midst of his enemies, defeated and deprived of sovereignty;
depending only upon his intelligence, without indulging in sorrow.
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In old days Unto Vritra, when he was robbed of sovereignty, (his preceptor) Usanas asked,
why you, O Danava, does not cherish any grief, even in consequence of your defeat?
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Vritra said,

Undoubtedly, having understood, the advent and departure of all living creatures, by
practicing the truth and penances; I have ceased to indulge in, either grief or joy.
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Under a dictation of the Time, as the result of their own deeds; the sages say, creatures sink
helplessly in hell, on the other hand some go to heaven.
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Completing their allotted periods in heaven or hell, impelled by the Time, they repeatedly
take birth, with remaining portion of their merits and demerits.
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Chained by the bonds of Desire, creatures are dragged through myriads of intermediate life
and hell; and helplessly emitted (to the human race repeatedly).
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I have seen, the creatures come and go like this. The Scriptures depicts that one's acquisitions
corresponds with one's deeds.
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Having acted in happiness, misery, dearness &disagreements in their past lives, subject to the
ordinances of the Destroyer, all creatures, meet with what they deserve, and take birth as men
or as intermediate animals or as gods or go to hell.
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Having acted in lives, in such a way that, they deserve through their past deeds, all creatures,

meet with (happiness and misery, the agreeable and the disagreeable, Subject to) the
ordinances of the Destroyer.
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Bhishma said,

To Vritra, who thus was speaking about the creator & supporter of the creation, that one is
famous by the name Time or Destroyer; the illustrious Usanas addressed, ‘O intelligent
Daitya, why my child, does you utter such meaningless rhapsodies, which is deprecation &
against the nature of demons?

CERCC

ARG, MaEaI ST HeITNoT |

T I=gGEaA I a8 HEd d9: 1 /@ 1
Vritra said,

The severe austerity I underwent out of the greed of a victory is well-known to you & other
sages.
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Seizing diverse scents and diverse kinds of tastes that other creatures had for enjoyment, I
had afflicted entire three worlds with my own lustre.
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Decked with myriads of effulgent rays I used to rove through the skies (on my celestial car),
fearing none as incapable of being defeated by any creature.
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I had achieved great prosperity through my penances and lost it through my own deeds only.
However relying on my fortitude, I do not grieve for it.
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I beheld in the battle (in days of yore), the great Indra, the high-souled ruler of the heavens
desirous of fighting, and besides the illustrious Hari, the puissant Narayana supporting him.
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He who is also called Vaikuntha, Purusha, Ananta, Sukla, Vishnu, Sanatana, Munjakesa,
Harismasru, (and so on,) is the Grandfather of all creatures.
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Undoubtedly, still there is some remnant (to be enjoyed by me) of the reward of my penance
resulted in a sight of the great Hari; and so, I have become desirous of asking you, O
illustrious one, about the fruits of action.
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Upon which character (of men) the high Brahma & prosperity is established? How again,
does the same high prosperity falls off?

FHEHTE T STidfed Yaded q g: |
T a1 ®% T T SHRasia Zmedd: | R |

From whom do creatures spring and live; again prompted by whom do they act? What is that
high Fruit, by attaining to which the creature succeeds in living eternally as Brahma?
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By what Act or by what Knowledge can that fruit (of living eternally as Brahma) be
achieved? It befits you, O learned Brahmana, to expound these to me.

s 39/

Idlegh: @ Giedagrt

IcaTE I A=Y TSTIGE |

AT e cd-

g | |igdd: 1 3@ |

Bhishma said,

Now, being recapitulated by me, O lion among kings, listen with undivided attention, with all

your brothers, O bull of men, to what the sage Usanas then said after he had been thus
addressed by that prince of Danavas.



